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Issues in Focus:

· A family's call to release detained journalists on International Day of the Press
· Arbitrary detentions
· Crack down on Student Movement continues 
Human Rights Activist Detained

· On 13th April 2004 the Military Security Branch in Latakia detained the lawyer Aktham Nouissa, director of the Committee for the Defense of Democracy, Freedoms and Human Rights in Syria. Nouissa now awaits trial in front of the Supreme State Security Court. Reports say that he is in poor health. HRAS believes Nouissa to be a prisoner of conscience and as such demands his immediate and unconditional release. 

Detention of former Kurdish activist

· The Supreme State Security Court sentenced Haji Said Hassan, former member of the Kurdish Labour Party, to fifteen years in prison. Hassan was charged with inciting war due to comments he made in a foreign state. He was previously detained in Turkey for seven years before being deported to Syria.

A family's call to release detained journalists on International Day of the Press

· The trial of brothers Mohanned and Haiythem Qteish as well as Journalist Yahya Al-Aws (see HRAS newsletter no. 8) has been postponed, yet again, to 6th June 2004. HRAS has a copy of the charges brought against the above men by the prosecutor. Mohanned Qteish and Yahya Al-Aws have been charged with "receiving secret information on behalf of a foreign state which threatens the security of the Syria". Haiythem and Mohanned Qteish were charged with "encouraging the transfer of secret information." Haiythem Qteish was also charged with "writing which threatens the security of Syria and her relations with foreign states." Mohanned Qteish and Yahya Al-Aws were charged with "publishing false news outside of Syria."

As none of the above men were in a position of high administrative responsibility it appears highly doubtful as to whether they would have been able to gain access to confidential documents of state.

HRAS has been informed that Mohanned Qteish and Yahya Al-Aws were correspondents for a magazine published in the United Arab Emirates and were using pseudonyms to publish. HRAS has a number of the articles which they published and has contacted the magazine. The articles deal with the issue of corruption in Syria, human rights and fundamental freedoms, the economic situation and other social and political issues. Yahya Al-Aws was an officer in the National Information Center which holds documents. The rules of this center prevent it's officers from publishing in foreign papers. Due to this he published under a false name. Yahya Al-Aws was arrested in a post office while he was about to send an article he had written to the magazine. His family have sent a letter to human rights organizations throughout the world for the occasion of International Day of the Press, 3rd May. A copy of the letter follows: 

International Day of the Press: Give some meaning to this day

While the world celebrated the International Day of the Press on the 3rd May, thousands throughout the world remain imprison for exercising their internationally guaranteed right to freedom of expression. This occasion is indeed a day to commiserate, not to celebrate, as authorities around the world place severe restrictions on freedom of opinion and its expression. Many of those detained for exercising such basic human rights are removed to exceptional courts which fall far short of meeting international standards regarding the defendants right to fair trial. Arrested persons are often charged without evidence and are often charged with working as a spy, a common charge for those who voice their disagreement with the authorities.

The authorities are quick to clamp down on those who 'cross the line' and speak out against them. The authorities have complete power over the lives of these prisoners and their families. This is especially true of Arab dictatorships whose prisons are full of journalists and writers. The Arab world often fails to apply the laws that would stop such tragedies from occurring. 

On this day we hope you will support us in our call for the release of such prisoners of conscience so that these people will not spend a lifetime in prison for exercising their right to disagree with the ruling power. 

One Example from Many:

A Syrian journalist, Yahya Al-Aws, born in 1973 was detained on the 12th September 2002. He is currently being held in Saidnaya Prison and has been prevented from receiving visits since the time of his initial arrest. He is currently awaiting trial by the Supreme State Security Court. He was arrested after sending articles regarding the internal political situation in Syria to a newspaper in the United Arab Emirates.

I hope that you will help to secure the release of Yahya Al-Aws and other prisoners of conscience.

Arbitrary Detentions

· Adb Al-Kareem Derwish was summoned to a security branch in Damascus on 15th March 2004 where he was subsequently detained. No news has been received about him since that date. Derwish holds a degree in Sharia (Islamic Law) but is reportedly not involved in any political activities. His family have not been permitted to visit him in detention.

· Syrian citizen, Yasser Hassan Al-Tinoui, 39 years of age, was detained upon his return from Somalia one and a half years ago. No news has been received regarding him since that date. Some sources say that he may be being held in the Military Security Branch Detention Center, Damascus.

· Khaled Hassan Awad, 58 years of age, who is married with 10 ten children, was detained on 15th March 2003 for unknown reasons. He is now being held in Palestine Military Branch Detention Center. 

· Anwar Sateh Asfari, 45 years old, was arrested in Aleppo a year and a half ago and no news has been received regarding him since that date. 

· Mohammed Abd Al-Qader Quteifan (1968) remains in detention despite the fact that the term of his sentence ended on 14th March this year. He was sentenced for 4 years upon charges of belonging to Al-Tahreer (a banned Islamic Party). There are large numbers of people in Syria's prisons who have not been released although they have completed the terms of their sentence.

· The Syrian Committee for Human Rights (London) has issued an urgent call to release Mohammed Faisal Al-Haaj Said. The said prisoner was detained at the end of March upon his arrival to Aleppo after returning from exile in Iraq. His wife and three children returned to Syria in April last year. 

· HRAS has been informed that law student Faris Timo, who studies at the University of Aleppo, was detained by the State Security Branch in Aleppo on 17th May 2004 for sending a political caricature he drew by e-mail. He was released on 22nd May. 
· On 12th May 2004 the Political Security Branch in Latakia detained Faiq Al-Meer, member of the Syrian Communist Party (Political Bureau). He was arrested whilst traveling to Tartous. Al-Meer was in possession of a political publication at the time of his arrest but was released after 2 days.
· HRAS has been informed that Mohammed Jumua Kubaan, 57 years of age, was detained on 12th May 2004 by the Political Security Branch in Latakia. Kubaan had contacted Faiq Al-Meer (see above) whilst Al-Meer was in detention and before his mobile phone was confiscated. This led to his arrest. Kubaan was a former member of the Democratic Al-Baath Party, an opposition party. He was detained on numerous occasions. The last period of his detention was between 1980-1995.  

· HRAS has been informed that two Kurds, Juan Houssain Haaj and his brother Fiaz were arrested in April 2004. They are now being held in Saidnaya Prison. Both men worked as waiters in Damascus. Sources reported that a friend of Juan submitted a report containing false information about him to the Mukhabarat (secret police). 

Release of some of the Daria Detainees

· On 1st April 2004, seven of the Daria detainees (see HRAS newsletter issue no.2) were released. Four remain in detention. They are Dr. Haiythem Al-Hamwi, who has been held in solitary confinement in Saidnaya Prison for 6 months and Yaihaa Sharbajee. Both were sentenced by a secret military court to four years detention. Moatez Mourad and Mohammed Shihada were sentenced to three years detention. 

Prevention of travel given to human rights activist

· Mohammed Raidoun, lawyer and director of Arab Organization for Human Rights in Syria was prevented from traveling to Lebanon on 19th April 2004. The authorities continue to prevent large numbers of activists from exercising their internationally guaranteed right to freedom of movement.

Justice sought for former political prisoners

· HRAS has filed a case against the Ministry of Defense and the Director of Military Security demanding compensation be given to a number of former political prisoners. These prisoners spent 18 years in Tadmor Prison and were subjected to torture and inhuman treatment. 

Court observers ordered to stand trial

· The writer Abd Al-Razak Eed and activist Baker Sudqi have been ordered to stand trial in the Military Court in Aleppo for unknown reasons. They were amongst the observers of the trial of fourteen activists in the Aleppo case. (see HRAS newsletter no.4) The first court hearing will be held in June.  

Crack down on student movement continues

· 11 students from both Aleppo and Damascus universities were arrested on 24th April 2004 by the Political Security Branch in Damascus. They were in a university cafeteria near the Student Residences in Damascus, at the time of their arrest. They are Mohammed Arab, Basil Deoub, Mihear Khashroom, Nasser Nabilsi, Mustafa Al-Yousef, Mohanned Al-Dibs, Wael Azouz, Shadi Abu Faker, Thaheer Abo Lateef, Omar Ali Al-Abdella, Khalid Al-Esrawi.

Its worth mentioning that number of these students were expelled from Aleppo university after their participation in demonstration took place on 25th February 2004 (see HRAS newsletter  no.8). Nine of them were released on 5th May 2004. However Mohammed Arab and  Mohanned Al-Dibs remain in prison.

Sources report that at their investigation they were questioned about cooperation between students in Aleppo and Damascus universities. They were arrested upon charges of encouraging a student movement which opposed the authorities. The student movement in Syria has undergone a recent revival and the authorities response over the past couple of months has been severe. 

Seven of the detained students were beaten and received inhuman treatment during the period of their investigation. HRAS demands the immediate and unconditional release of the 2 students who remain in detention. HRAS further calls upon all human rights organizations and concerned individuals to place pressure upon the Syrian authorities to revoke the decisions which expelled large numbers of students from the universities. This issue is of paramount importance as end of year exams are approaching and the future opportunities of all the expelled students are in serious jeopardy.   

Trial of Kurds postponed

· The trial of seven Kurds arrested on International Day of the Child last year has been postponed to the 29th June. They stand before the Supreme State Security Court and on this date the verdict will be given. 

Death in custody

· The prisoner Ziad Al-Dakheel detained on 15th April 2003 upon his return to Syria after living in exile in Iraq, died in custody on 8th April 2004. Sources say his death was caused by his poor health and need of specialized treatment denied to him in prison. 

Release of prisoners

· The prisoner Amer Hamad Awad detained in January 2003 was released in April 2004 due to his poor health. He has cancer of the bladder. He is a journalist who was charged with "thinking" about bombing Israeli interests on the Syrian-Israeli border. However, in reality he was arrested due to a report about him given to the authorities by someone he knew. He is Palestinian.

· The prisoner Moufaq Kayali detained in 1979 was released in April 2004. He was charged with participating in the coup de tat of 1975. 
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Wanted Free:


Names: Mohammed Rafiq Hamami


              Mohammed Bashar Al-Ashi


              Mahmoud Hedo Kiki


Period of detention: 24 years


Place of detention: Military Aviation Unit


Note: They were pilots in the military. They receive visits once every 6 months











